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Pastors Message,

If we read the stories of conversions to the Catholic faith, the one theme that comes back over
and over again is this experience of God's mercy through the sacrament of confession. One ex-
ample that | recently read about was particularly eloquent. It happened a long time ago, in
France, during the years following the French Revolution. There was this old man who walked
with a limp, who was a respected soldier in Napoleon's army, but battle wounds had ended his
promising career. To survive, he traveled from village to village, begging. One evening he arrived
in a village and made his way to the Church.

He was willing to take coins from church-goers, but he despised them all for believing in a God
who could have permitted the terrible crimes he had witnessed. The next morning the priest
found the beggar huddled on the steps in a worn blanket and, after Mass, invited him to come to
his house for breakfast. The hunger and the kindness on the priest's face made him accept.

The priest's kindness never waned even after several days. The old soldier had never been loved
so much, so selflessly. And he had never felt so miserable. Finally, the stranger asked for confes-

sion. One of his sins stood out from all the rest. The beggar had been the most trusted servant of
an aristocratic family. The head of that family had unsuccessfully rebelled against the revolution.
His wife and six children entrusted their lives to the servant. But for a pouch of gold coins he be-
trayed his master's family and watched them go one-by-one to be beheaded. Only the youngest
child somehow escaped, and no one had seen him since. With tears of shame, the stranger fin-
ished his confession. The priest gave him absolution, raised him up and embraced him.

As the old soldier's eyes lifted, he saw a portrait on the wall behind - the portrait of the family he
had betrayed to their deaths. Shocked, he pulled back from the priest. "Who are you", he asked.
"Where did you get that painting?" The priest smiled. "l am the youngest son, my friend. And |
forgive you."

Our greatest treasure as Catholics is the revelation of Christ, a revelation of God's boundless
mercy, the only force strong enough to penetrate the walls of pain, anger, fear, and resentment
that we have built around our hearts.

Have a Blessed Divine Mercy Sunday!

Fr. Joy Kumarthusseril, mf

Second Sunday of Easter or Sjfunc

Once | was dead, but now | ajm a
O Revel ation 1:18a
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Faith Formation Corner
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SAVE THE DATE — June 30™

Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish will be holding it’s annual Multicultural
Parish Festival on Sunday, June 30™ in the front field. Write down the
date so you can enjoy the food, entertainment and fun for all the family!
More details coming soon!
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OLG School Corncr

We welcome all children to Our Lady of Guadalupe School!
Now accepting applications for Preschool and TK - 7th Grades,
for the 2019-2020 school year.

Go to http://lolgweb.org/admissions-procedures/ to place the
application online. Financial aid is available, however deadlines apply.
Contact the school for more information (510-657-1674).

Our Lady of Guadalupe School, Fremont, is looking for a math/science middle
school teacher for the 2019-2020 school year.
Responsibilities include planning and implementing innovative lessons aligned to standards; good com-
munication skills; use of technology to support student learning; differentiated instruction to meet all
learners’ needs; positive classroom management. A teaching credential or working towards a teaching
credential is preferable as is classroom teaching experience. A practicing Catholici s al s o p
Please contact the school office for more information (510-657-1674).
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We Met our Goal!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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