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During the Synod of Bishops in Rome presided by then Pope Benedict XVI, in October
2008, one of the Bishops shared this beautiful story of one of his priests. He explained
that in Latvia, the northern European country he is from, the Soviet communists forcibly
imposed their communist rule after World War Il. Part of their policy was the systemic
elimination of all religion. So, they arrested Protestant pastors, as well as Catholic priests
and bishops, intimidated them, bribed them, and did everything they could to cut off the
flow of grace.

They also made it a crime to possess the Bible, which was considered an anti-Communist
(and therefore treasonous) book. One priest who was arrested for possessing the Bible
was named Viktors. When they arrested him, the Soviet agents threw the Holy Scriptures
on the floor, right in front of the priest. Then they ordered the priest to step on it as a
sign of scorn for the Christian faith. But the priest refused. Instead, he knelt down and
kissed the sacred book. For doing this, he was condemned to 10 years of hard labor in
Siberia.

Ten years later, when Fr. Viktors returned to his parish and celebrated the holy Mass, he
read the Gospel. Then he held it up and said, "The Word of God!" The parishioners cried
and thanked God in the silence of their hearts — but they did not dare to applaud him,
because that would be taken as another provocation.

That priest understood that the only lasting joy in life, the only thing worth living for, is
friendship with Jesus Christ, which is nourished by God's inspired Word, and nothing was
going to make him compromise that.

Have a Blessed Advent Sunday?

Fr. Joy Kumarthusseril, mf
Pastor

p.s.: On a different note, | would like to extend my most sincere thanks and appreciation to
all who worked so hard to make the Feast of our Patron a real success. Thanks to all who
were involved in various ways. Special thanks to Fr. Gabriel and the food committee and to
the Environment team who made the Church and premises look so beautiful. My most
sincere Thanks to all volunteers. May the Blessed Mother shower her abundance blessing
upon us all.

Sanctuary (andle offered in Spccial Intention for
Kcitl'l Mancha
December 16 - December 22, 2023
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Durante el Sinodo de los Obispos en Roma presidido por el entonces Papa Benedicto XVI,
en octubre de 2008, uno de los Obispos compartid esta hermosa historia de uno de sus
sacerdotes. Explicé que en Letonia, el pais del norte de Europa de donde es originario, los
comunistas soviéticos impusieron por la fuerza su gobierno comunista después de la
Segunda Guerra Mundial. Parte de su politica fue la eliminacién sistémica de toda religion.
Entonces arrestaron a pastores protestantes, asi como a sacerdotes y obispos catdlicos,
los intimidaron, los sobornaron e hicieron todo lo posible para cortar el flujo de la gracia.

También hicieron como delito la posesiéon de la Biblia, que se consideraba un libro
anticomunista (y por tanto traidor). Un sacerdote que fue arrestado por posesion de la
Biblia se llamaba Viktors. Cuando lo arrestaron, los agentes soviéticos arrojaron las
Sagradas Escrituras al suelo, justo delante del sacerdote. Luego ordenaron al sacerdote
que lo pisara en sefial de desprecio por la fe cristiana. Pero el sacerdote se negd. En
cambio, se arrodillé y besd el libro sagrado. Por ello fue condenado a 10 afios de trabajos
forzados en Siberia.

Diez afios después, cuando el Padre Viktors regreso a su parroquia y celebrd la santa Misa,
leyé el Evangelio. Luego lo levantd y dijo: ";La Palabra de Dios!" Los feligreses lloraron y
agradecieron a Dios en el silencio de sus corazones, pero no se atrevieron a aplaudirlo
porque seria tomado como una provocacion mas.

Ese sacerdote entendié que la Unica alegria duradera en la vida, lo tnico por lo que vale
la pena vivir, es la amistad con Jesucristo, que se nutre de la Palabra inspirada de Dios, y
nada iba a hacerle cambiar eso.

;Que tengan un bendecido Domingo de Adviento!

Fr. Joy Kumarthusseril, mf
Parroco

P.D.: Por otra parte, me gustaria extender mi mds sincero agradecimiento y reconocimiento a
todos los que trabajaron tan duro para hacer de Nuestra Fiesta Patronal un verdadero éxito.
Gracias a todos los que participaron de diversas maneras. Un agradecimiento especial al
Padre Gabriel y al comité de comida y al equipo de Medio Ambiente que hicieron que la
Iglesia tanto por dentro y por fuera lucieran tan hermosa. Mi mds sincero agradecimiento a
todos los voluntarios. Que la Santisima Madre derrame abundancia de bendiciones sobre
todos nosotros.

Altar Flowers offered in Thanksgiving for
Yajna Aulgn Alvarez C asiano

December 16 - December 22, 2023




“Family First” / “La Familia Primero”
by Fr. Gabriel Augustine, MF

Have you talked to your kids about Santa?

Kids can ask whether Santa is real or not? We could have an issue with our kids
when it comes to Santa. As Parents we could be confused whether to allow our
children to grow in this tradition or not? Your little kids will believe that Santa brings
them presents. Your grown-up kids will not believe it. That is okay. Make sure that
Santa doesn’t overshadow Jesus. Santa is part of Christmas, but he does not
dominate it or overshadows ‘the reason for the season’.

The story of Santa Claus can be traced back hundreds of years to a monk named
St. Nicholas. It is believed that Nicholas was born sometime around A.D. 280 in
Patara, near Myra in modern-day Turkey. Much admired for his piety and kindness,
St. Nicholas became the subject of many legends. It is said that he gave away all his
inherited wealth and traveled to the countryside helping the poor and sick. One of the
best-known St. Nicholas stories is the time he saved three poor sisters from being
sold into slavery or prostitution by their father by providing them with a dowry so that
they could be married.

¢ Has hablado con tus hijos sobre santa?
Los nifios pueden preguntar si Santa es real o no. Podriamos tener un problema con
nuestros hijos cuando se trata de Santa. Como padres, ;podriamos estar
confundidos sobre si debemos permitir que nuestros hijos crezcan en esta tradicion o
no? Tus pequefos creeran que Santa les trae regalos. Tus hijos mayores no lo
creeran. Eso esta bien. Asegurate de que Santa no opaque a Jesus. Papa Noel es
parte de la Navidad, pero no la domina ni opaca “el motivo de la temporada”.

La historia de Papa Noel se remonta a cientos de afios, hasta un monje llamado San
Nicolas. Se cree que Nicolas nacio alrededor del afio 280 D.C. en Patara, cerca de
Myra, en la actual Turquia. Muy admirado por su piedad y bondad, San Nicolas se
convirtié en objeto de muchas leyendas. Se dice que regald toda su R
riqueza heredada y viaj6 al campo ayudando a los pobres y E]l‘.-I F-EI}IE]
enfermos. Una de las historias mas conocidas de San Nicolas es la ;44522
. . 5--!'-"Bi
vez que salvd a tres hermanas pobres de ser vendidas como a B

esclavas o prostituidas por su padre proporcionandoles una dote @ﬂ.ﬁ
para que pudieran casarse. Tl
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Our Lady of Guadalupc FParish
2023-2024 Christmas & New Year Schedules
Horarios de Navidad y Ano Nuevo 2023-24
This year Christmas Eve (12/24) falls on the Sunday which is also the 4th Sunday of Advent. We
will celebrate 4th Sunday of Advent with the regular Sunday schedule for the morning and 12:30

Masses. The celebrations after 3:00 pm on Sunday 24th will be that of Christmas Vigil. Please see
the detailed schedule below. f

The faithful are obligated to attend one Mass for the 4th Sunday of Advent and one Mass fc:-rg
Christmas—a single mass on Sunday afternoon does not fulfill both the obligations. :

Este afio, la Nochebuena (24/12) cae en domingo, que también es el cuarto domingo deé
Adviento. Celebraremos el cuarto domingo de Adviento con el horario dominical habitual parala’ |
mafiana y misas de 12:30. Las celebraciones posteriores a las 3:00pm del domingo 24 seran las de
la Vigilia de Navidad. Consulte el horario detallado a continuacién. '

Los fieles estdn obligados a asistir a una misa el cuarto domingo de Adviento y una misa deé
Navidad; una sola misa el domingo por la tarde no cumple con ambas obligaciones. :

Christmas Eve: Sunday, December 24, 2023

Vigilia de Navidad: Domingo 24 de diciembre, 2023
5:00 p.m. English Family Mass/Misa para la familia en inglés
7:00 p.m. Spanish Family Mass/Misa para la familia en espafiol
11:30 p.m. Christmas Prelude/Preludio de Navidad
12:00 a.m. MIDNIGHT Mass - English Mass/Misa en inglés

Christmas Day: Monday, December 25, 2023

Dia de Navidad:  Lunes 25 de diciembre, 2023
7:15 a.m. English Mass/Misa en inglés
8:45 a.m. Spanish Mass/Misa en espafol
10:30 a.m. English Mass/Misa en inglés
12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass/Misa en espafiol

New Year’s Day: = Monday, January 1, 2024
Mary, Mother of God/ Maria, Madre de Dios
9:00 a.m. English Mass/Misa en inglés
12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass/Misa en espafiol
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If You're 65+ - Please Join Us For Lunch

Age is just a number, but if you're over 65, you're invited to a lunch
made especially for you on Wednesday, January 3, 2024 at the parish
center. Please contact the Parish Office by Friday, December 29, 2023

so that we can order the right amount of food. We look forward to
seeing our young at heart community at this event!
If you need transportation in order to attend, please include that
information when you RSVP.

Si tiene mas de 65 afios, unase a nosotros para almorzar
La edad es solo un nimero, pero si tienes mas de 65 afios, estas
invitado a un almuerzo hecho especialmente para ustedes, el miércoles
3 de enero de 2024 en el centro parroquial. Comuniquese con la
6 Ta 2 Oficina Parroquial antes del viernes 29 de diciembre de 2023 para que
enine (S podamos pedir la cantidad correcta de comida. Esperamos ver a

nuestra comunidad de jovenes de corazon en este evento!

u nC }le @ YU Si necesita transporte para asistir, incluya esa informacién cuando
confirme su asistencia.

FAITH FORMATION

KIDS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK
6" grade - God | thank you for bringing me into this world
5% grade - To have friends at school
7" grade - | pray for my better learning, | need some help with wood shop, that class scare me
because it's too much stress for me and my grades, | don't know how they went down even though
0 I was working really hard so please help and happy holidays

: INTENCIONES DE LA SEMANA DE LOS NINOS
:f§ 4to grado - Dios te pido que yo no este enojado.
)4:\)) 4to grado - Te pido por todos los nifios sin hogary sin familia. Amén.
2d=o grado - Te pido Sefor por todas las personas abandonadas que no tienen apoyo de nadie.

g

Planning on getting married?

We will have an English preparation marriage class on:

Friday January 12th 6 - 9pm and Saturday 13th, 2024 8 - 6:00pm

Location: Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish - St. Cecilia Room

41933 Blacow Rd., Fremont, CA 94538 %
Cost: $200 / couple — including light breakfast and lunch. ;

: Presenter Couple: Deacon Larry & Lily Aseo s

Registration /Questions:  Please call Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish office at (510) 657-4043
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FEAST DAY GRATITUDUE!

We had a wonderful & blessed celebration. Thank you for the Leadership of Fr. Joy &
Fr. Gabriel along with Parish Ministries to bring our Patroness Our Lady of Guadalupe a
memorable Feast. We would also like to THANK all those who provided donations to
help with the expenses. May Our Lady of Guadalupe intercedefor us to make us a united
community.

GRATITUD DEL DiA DE FIESTA
Tuvimos una celebracion maravillosa y muy bendecida. Gracias por el liderazgo del
Padre Joy y el Padre Gabriel junto con los Ministerios Parroquiales por brindarle a
nuestra Patrona Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe una Fiesta memorable. También nos
gustaria AGRADECER a todos aquellos que hicieron donaciones para ayudar con los
gastos. Que Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe interceda por nosotros para hacernos una
comunidad unida.
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Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

BB Family First
Real Estate Semlces,-

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

AD CREATOR STUDIO

h#‘i

FREMONT 510 797-1900

e,
EHAPEL®ne ROSES et

Fremont, CA 94536

~ Graciously Serving Families Since 1958 « Family Owned Business
www.fremontchapeloftheroses.com « fremontmemorialchapel.com

FREMONT 510793-8900

S\MEMORIAL CHAPEL. Lic. #ED1115
¥ 3723 Peralta Blvd
CREMATION ¢ BURIAL * PREFPLANNING

Fremont, CA 94536

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

o

Imo
¢

MDMedAlert!™ ¢ 4o e
caLLwow 800.808.9294 4 v meda.m;m : ' e
and Support Our Parish!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE !':‘!"
v/ Ambulance « Police/Fire $1 ;
+ Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert
LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here
CONTACT ME
John Lascor

jlascor@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x5878

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

* Paid training

* Some travel

* Work-life balance

* Full-Time with benefits
* Serve your community

Contact us at
careers@4|pi.com or
www.4lpi.com/careers

COGIR OF FREMONT,
ELEVATING SENIOR LIVING!

Our diverse community is here to set new standards for
quality senior living in Fremont. Combining an attention

to resident care, with premium amenities and engaging
activities ensures our residents’ golden years are nothing
short of rewarding.

From the freedom of independent living to the attentiveness
of assisted living, Cogir of Fremont is the right place for you
or your loved one.

Call to schedule your tour today!

[ARSR-J cogirseniorLiving.com

catholicmaich’
California
FREMONT

CatholicMatch.com/CA

SHORT STAFFED?

Place an ad here to find new
local talent for your business.

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com CALL 800-950-9952

37159 Moraine St ¢ Fremont
(510) 552-1366

Catholic Parishioners
Mon - Fri 8:00 am — 5:00 pm

* General maintenance $10 Off

* Smog Check Any Service
* Hybrid Vehicles service

* Tires and Alignments

* Automotive Locksmith

* A/C service

* Check Engine Light Troubleshooting
* Smog Training School

* Brake and Lamp inspection

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

A 4C 05-1889

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Fremont, CA
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Parish Mission Statement / Declaracién de la Misién Parroquial

“A diverse ethnic community rooted in faith, guided by Our Lady of Guadalupe
to know and to love God better, serving and evangelizing with joy”
“Una comunidad étnica diversa fundada en la fe, guiada por Nuestra Sefiora de -
Guadalupe para conocer y amar mejor a Dios, sirviendo y evangelizando con gozo” . . .. ..

CLERGY Parish Ministries Group or Devotion Group

Rev. Joy Kumarthusseril, mf ] English:
Alleluia Pray Group - Yvonne Rounds

Pastor (510) 676 - 6837
paStor@OIog'ChurCh (510) 3157001 Catholic Men’s Group - Lance Terry
Rev. Gabriel Augustine, mf (408) 203 - 7808
Parochial Vicar CYO - Joseph Johnson
SSOCi log.church (51 -88 (510) 347-8359
RSSO ate@o OB.ClllKC (5 O) 344-6035 Divine Mercy Prayer Group - Celia Doner
Deacon Larry Aseo (408) 858 - 0224
larryaseo@gmail.com (510) 377-5572 Filipino Group — Wildie Velasquez
Deacon Steve Budnik . (510) 657-4043
. . Knights of Columbus - Jose Dominguez
deacon.steve.budnik@gmail.com (510) 943-9727
(510) 396-3674 Repentance Prayer Group - Catherine Ko
Deacon Alfonso Perez (Espaiiol) ~ (510) 657-4043
diaconopermanente@comcast.net St. Vincent de Paul - Mary Mufioz
(510) 657 -4043
Legion of Mary - Divina Nebre
PASTORAL STAFF (510) 931- 8079
. San Juan Diego Youth Group - Andrea Medina
Parish Office (510) 651- 4966

Marta Valladares, Secretary

Dorian Coronado, Office Assistant Grupo de Ministerios Parroquiales o Grupo de Devocién

Spanish:
Telephone (510) 657-4043 - Fax (510) 657-4055 Amiguitos de Jesus (Bilingual) - Cory Lara
secretary@olog.church (510) 651- 4966
Jean Hui, Business Manager ST = [T L TR
b | h h (408) 515 - 6179
m@olog.church - (510) 249-1770 Divina Misericordia - Carmen Martinez
Joe Albano, Musician (510) 328-8573
luvasilvdu@aol.com Emaus - Esperanza Valadao
. . (925) 752-3451
Faith Formation Office Estudio Biblico - Maria Ival Corona
‘o (510) 574 - 6580
Jua|.1 Jose Suarez, Coordinator SRR - e e
Cori Lara, Office Administrator (510) 512 -5414
ologff@olog.church - (510) 651-4966 Jovenes y Adultos Para Cristo - José Marquez
(408) 857 - 5799
Our Lady Of Guadalupe School Nuestra Sefiora de la Paz - Rosa Salazar
TK - 8th Grade ; (51;3) 825 - 886|3
Telephone (510) 6571674 - Fax (510) 344-8775 Ballet F?51:)r'6c7°3'_§;: 4He"era
Shannon Bellison, Principal Manantial de Vida - Manuel Escobar
sbellison@csdo.org (510) 772 - 2477

For Sacraments and Sacramentals please call the Parish Office.
Para Sacramentos y Sacramentales favor de llamar a la Oficina Parroquial.



